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N° XLIV. 

Some Account of a motley colotired, or pye Negro Girl and 
Mulatto Boy^ exhibited before the Society in the Month of 
May, 1784, yor their examination^ by Dr. John Mor- 
gan, yrow^ the Hijlory given of them by their oivner 
Monf. Le Valloisy Dentiji of the King of France at Gua- 
daloupe in the Weji Indies, asfolloivs, 

ADELAIDE, the little girl now before the fociety, is 
aged two years and little more than one month, is 
of a clear black colour, verging to brown, except that ihe 
has a white fpot bearing fome refemblance to an aigrette; 
the point of which is at the root of the nofe, and it rifts 
into the hair, above the forehead, of which it occupies 
above an inch in width, from the margin to the fonte- 
nelle. In this part the colour of the hair is white, and 
it is curly like the hair of negroes in general, and thicker 
in that part than on any other part of its head. In the 
middle of its forehead and on the aigrette, is a large black 
fpot J on the external fide next to the temples, about one 
half of each eye-lid, both upper and under, is black, and 
the remaining half next to the nofe is white. 

The eyes are black and lively, a little to the left and 
towards the middle of the chin a white fpot begins, which 
is long in proportion to its breadth, but of lefs magnitude 
than that of the forehead : It ftretches under the chin to 
the upper part of the throat. The neck, the upper and 
under part of the cheft, the (houldersi the back, loins and 
buttocks to the jundlion with the thighs, and the puden- 
dum, are of the colour of her face, but the loins and the 
thicker part of the buttocks are of a deeper black. 
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The arms from the upper and middle part are white, 
and interfperfed with black fpots. There are fome fmal- 
ler and more numerous about her knees than elfewhere. 

Upon the large black fpots there are alfo many fmaller 
and blacker which are very glaring. Many of thefe fpots 
divide into four, five and fix rays, refembling a ftar, which 
are not obferved but by a clofe infpeftion, and then they 
are very vifible. In feveral parts thofe fpots, being of dif- 
ferent {hades, give an exa(3: pidture of lunar eclipfes, as 
they are commonly reprefented in the books of aftrono- 
my. The hands, the middle part of the fore arms, the 
inferior and middle parts of the legs and feet are black, 
which have a pretty ftriking refemblance to gloves and to 
buikins. 

The white that prevails over the breaft, and over the 
belly, arms and thighs, has a lively appearance. The 
fkin is foft, fmooth and fleek. 

Adelaide has fine features; we meet with few negroes of 
fo beautiful a form. In her temper fhe is cheerful, gay 
and fportful, and as tall as children of her age generally 
are, and hath evidently a very delicate temperament, yet 
enjoys pretty good health, neither hath fhe eyes, nor ears, 
nor any particularity in her features, or external confor- 
mation, like what may be feen at the firft infpedion in 
thofe who are called white negroes, whofe flcin is altoge- 
ther of a dead white colour, and whole woolly white hair 
and features refemble thofe of their negro parents. 

From this detail we may remark that the alteration of 
the natural colour of Adelaide, takes place over the fame 
parts of the body, for the moft part, as over the body of 
Maria Sabina, of whom Monf. Buffon gives an account; 
and conlklering it as a well authenticated fad, from all 
the information that has been received of Adelaide, that 
fhe had a negro father and negro mother, we are led to 
believe, that the Englifh account under the portrait of 
Maria Sabina is exadt, and not afferted merely for the 
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fake of covering the honor of the mother, and of the fo- 
ciety in which fhe was a flave. 

The pyed mulatto boy is named Jean Pierre. He is a 
month younger than Adelaide; but from his figure, which 
is robuft, he appears to be fix months older. He as well 
as Adelaide both belong to Monf. le Vallois. He was born 
at Grandterre, Guadaloupe, of a negro wench named Ca- 
rolina and of a white man, an European, whofe name I 
did not learn. 

A certificate which Monf. le Vallois has with him, le- 
gally authenticated by Monf. Blin, lieutenant judge, given 
from under the hand of Monf. des Eff^art, king's phyfici- 
an, and of Monf. Cumin, king's furgeon, at Grandterre, 
Guadaloupe, attefts that Adelaide was born at Gros-Iflet 
in St. Lucia, that Bridget her mother is a negro of the Ibo 
nation, and now reckoned to be about twenty-five years 
old, and that her father, whofe name is Raphael, is a ne- 
gro of the Mina nation. In this certificate it is farther 
declared that the father of Jean Pierre has white fpots 
(that is of a deeper white than his natural fkin) of the fame 
fliape and in the fame parts of the body as the fon, and 
that the mother and one of the brothers of this boy's Eu- 
ropean father have like white fpots, and in the fame parts 
of the body. 

However it may be in refpe£t to thofe obfervations con- 
cerning the fuppofed refemblance of the white fpots they 
may bear about them, to thofe which mark Jean Pierre, 
it fuffices to take notice here, that his body is entirely of 
the colour of a mulatto, except that he has from nature a 
white aigrette in his forehead like that of Adelaide. The 
hair in that part is white mixed with black, which is not 
fo in Adelaide. The ftomach, and the legs from two inches 
above the ancles to the middle of the calf of the legs are 
entirely of a beautiful lively white ; there is alfo a white 
fpot in the upper part of the penis. Over the white parts 
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of the legs there is a light white clown, longer and thicker 
than children commonly have at this age. 

Such is the natural hiftory of thole two extraordinary- 
children ; but what caufes have produced thofe furprifing 
phsenomena and alteration of the natural colour of their 
fkin, are left for others to inveftigate and explain. 

Monf. le Vallois relates that the mother of Adelaide, 
whilft pregnant with her, was delighted in laying out all 
night in the open air, and contemplating the ftars and 
planets, and that the great grandmother of Jean Pierre (a 
white lady) during the time of her being with child of her 
daughter, his grandmother by the father's fide, was fright- 
ened on having fome milk fpilled upon her. Whether 
this will account for her daughter and grandchildren be- 
ing marked in the manner related, and for the fpots ob- 
ferved on the mulatto boy defcending to him; or whether 
the ftrong impreffion made upon the mother of Adelaide, 
by the nightly view of the ftars and planetary fyftem, may 
be confidered as the caufe of the very extraordinary ap- 
pearances in that girl, every one will determine for them- 
felves; there being many who difpute childrens being ever 
marked by the fears, longings, or impreflions made by 
mothers on the bodies of their children, at a certain time 
of pregnancy ; for which they endeavour to account in 
different ways ; whilft others who have known a variety 
of children born with difi^erent marks on them, (which 
have fallen under their particular notice) are equally con- 
fident of thofe marks proceeding from the caufes alledged. 
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